A Message from your Police Department
Each year, unanticipated events occur, which cause our department to fluctuate how much shift coverage we are able to provide.  Whether it is a result of a personnel shortage or a funding shortfall, this situation is not uncommon.  At this time, we are currently faced with the same dilemma.  I am often asked if we need to fill all of our shifts and if the crime rate justifies this expense.  My response is; Yes, absolutely!  
Although Northfield is typically a small and quite town, crime does occur here more often than we think.  Unfortunately, we cannot predict when crime will occur but only schedule officers when police services are more likely to be requested.
With that said, I would like to inform you of how this year has transpired thus far. Since January 2011, the Northfield Police Department has recorded the following statistics;
Major Crimes (According the FBI Uniform Crime Reports):  Our Department has investigated 1 Robbery, 19 Assaults, 12 Burglaries, 15 Felony Larcenies (property value over $250) and 2 Stolen Motor Vehicles.  
As a result of the Burglaries and Larcenies which have occurred; $53,498 has been stolen from the Northfield Community this year. We strongly suggest that you keep your homes and vehicles secured at all times.  If you notice anything suspicious, please don’t hesitate to the police.

Other crimes: Our department has reported 231 other crimes including misdemeanor larcenies, intimidation, vandalism, fraud, weapons violations, etc.  Our officers have dedicated many hours investigating these crimes and often participate in crime prevention activities and education.
Arrests:  Over the past ten months, 56 criminal cases were successfully closed and their offenders were prosecuted.  Of these arrests, 22 involved motor vehicle offenses, 11 were a result of violence, 5 were drug related and 18 were other various offenses.
Service Activity:  Most of what we do is non-emergency “service” related.  We have documented 2,913 police log activities this year.  The most frequent activity we perform is what we categorize as general service calls (1,047).  These calls include checking people’s welfare, traffic control, addressing road hazards, issuing firearms licenses and other various police services.  Other activities which consume a large portion of our time include but are not limited to house/building checks, assisting other agencies or departments, court duties, medical emergencies, alarms, etc.
Traffic Control:  Keeping roadways safe is also a large portion of our duties.  This year we have issued 606 traffic citations and have taken various speed prevention actions.  
Since the improvements to Gulf Road we have seen an alarming increase in vehicle speeds.  Please be advised that we have adopted a strict enforcement policy on this road and will be heavily monitoring this and other roadways in town for speed violators.  With winter weather approaching, it is very important to drive safe and within the posted speed limits.
I hope that this article has provided you with a better understanding of this year’s activities.  I thank you for your time and encourage you to visit our website at www.northfieldpd.com for further information.

Sincerely,

Chief Leonard Crossman

