The spring and summer months have proven to be extremely busy for the Northfield Police Department.  In the past two months, we have received 248 calls for service.  This is significant increase from previous months and years past.  
In addition to calls for service, we have issued 186 traffic citations and investigated 6 traffic accidents in the past two months.  The majority of the citations have been issued on Route 142, South Mountain Road, Gulf Road and Warwick Road, where we have noticed a significant problem with speeding traffic.  Complaints of speeding traffic are also being addressed on Highland Ave, Pine Meadow Road and School Street.  We have obtained a traffic monitoring sign board which you may have seen throughout town.  We hope that this will remind drivers to be aware of their speed and the proper speed limit.  We encourage you to please drive cautiously.
Between calls for service and officer initiated activities in the past two months, 25 incidents / arrests were closed and referred to the court for criminal prosecution.  Arrests have been made for drunk driving, indecent exposure, burglary, assault and battery, drug possession and distribution and motor vehicle violations.
Parking issues have also been a concern throughout town.  Please do not park on crosswalks, too close to intersections or block the roadway.  Noticeable violations have been observed in front of the library, in front of Northfield Elementary School and on Highland Avenue.  Please be mindful of others when parking your vehicle.
I would also like to take the opportunity to thank Officer Clay Delano for his commitment and service to the Town of Northfield.  Our department had the fortunate opportunity to allow him to work full time hours on a temporary basis on an Academy waiver.  Officer Delano’s temporary status has now expired and he will no longer be able to work full time without the full time academy training.  Officer Delano will remain on the department as a part time reserve officer but his full time position will remain vacant due to financial limitations.  Please be aware that, at times, you will experience a delay in response time as many shifts will be covered by the State Police Shelburne or surrounding towns on mutual aid.

We have proudly added two part time officers to our department roster.  Officer Robert Holst, a resident of Orange comes to us with full time academy training and ten years of military and law enforcement experience.  Officer Bob Howe is a resident of Northfield, has reserve officer academy training and twelve years of law enforcement experience.  Our department has an open application process and encourages Northfield residents to apply for reserve or auxiliary training positions.
Since our community policing grant has been eliminated by the State, we will begin efforts to raise money to support community policing activities, such as the DARE program.  We will be selling candles throughout town to support the DARE program.  Our department receives 50% of the money made from selling these items.  You may find them at Town Hall, select businesses throughout town or at the Police Department.  Also, we have scheduled an Applebee’s Dine to Donate fundraiser on August 25th.  Our department will receive 20% of your bill to support community policing efforts.  Fliers will be available at the Town Hall or at Mim’s Market and must be brought with you to the restaurant in order to donate.
I hope I have been able to shed some light on the activities of your police department and I thank you for your attention.  I hope you enjoy the rest of the summer and please be safe.
Chief Leonard Crossman

