March 2010

As the new police chief, I would like to thank the community members of Northfield for their overwhelming support and welcoming efforts that I have received over the past 60 days.  Entering this position during budget preparation time and with the department in a state of transition, I have found it to be a difficult task.  In time, I hope to be more visible and accessible to our community and appreciate your patience if we have not yet met.

 
I am proud to join such a professional department whom has prided themselves with providing quality police services and proactive crime prevention measures to their community.  Few departments our size are able to provide such services with such budgetary restrictions.
 
I am concerned about the department’s future financial situation due to significant budget cuts from the state of Massachusetts.  In the past two years, the Northfield Police Department has experienced an approximate annual decrease of $43,450 in grant funding from the state which was used for everyday operating expenses such as wages, fuel, equipment, etc...  This decrease amounts to approximately 16% of our departments operating expenses.  To my knowledge, no other source of local aid has been impacted with such significant financial cuts.  In proposing our 2011 budget, our department made as many cuts as we could without significantly reducing our current level of service to our community.  We have reduced our overall budget 5% as all departments were asked to do by the town, although this percentage includes state grant funding.  In the future, I promise to be efficient and financially responsible, but will need the towns support in order to continue to provide quality 24 hour police services that the town has come to expect.
 
Due to limited space available in the article, I have addressed the following questions on our website at www.northfieldpd.com/newsletter.aspx
.  If you do not have a computer or access to the Internet, this information will be readily available at the Northfield Police Department.
Q.  How much funding has the police department received from the state in the past and how much will they receive in 2010-2011.
Q.  Town tax payers will be facing a proposition 2.5% to fund a new police cruiser.  Is this necessary?
Q.  Do we need a third full time officer in Northfield?  Is our crime rate that high? 
Q.  Do you have any advice for residents for the purposes of crime prevention?
 
On a crime prevention and awareness note, due to a recent rash of house breaks in Franklin County, we remind you to keep your doors locked while you are away from your home.  Most breaks have been occurring during the daytime, while the home owner is at work.  Please notify the Northfield Police Department regarding any extended absences from your home and we will keep a close eye on your property.  As always, report any suspicious activity to the Northfield Police.
 
 Identity theft has also become a concern for the police department.  We remind you to be careful when giving out any personal information over the telephone.  Feel free to contact the Northfield Police to assist you in confirming a source of solicitation or sales.  Also, be advised that our Police Department does not solicit money over the telephone and residents should be suspicious of any such calls.
 
I thank you for your time and attention to this article and also for your continued support.  If you have any further questions, please feel free to contact me at 413-498-5118, Police@TownNfld.com or visit our new web site link at www.northfieldpd.com.
 
 Sincerely, 
Chief Leonard Crossman Jr.
